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TRANSITIVITY ANALYSIS OF “THE LITTLE FRENCHMAN AND HIS 
WATER LOTS” BY GEORGE POPE MORRIS. 
 
ABSTRAK 
Penelitian ini mengkaji analisis transitivitas cerita pendek The Little 
Frenchman dan His Water Lots. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk 
mengidentifikasi elemen transitivitas dan untuk menjelaskan elemen mana 
yang secara dominan telah ditemukan dalam teks untuk menggambarkan 
karakterisasi Monsieur Poopoo. Penelitian ini menggunakan jenis deskriptif 
kualitatif karena data akan dianalisis secara deskriptif pada makna ideasional. 
Data diambil dari klausa dalam teks The Little Frenchman dan His Water 
Lots. Dalam teknik pengumpulan data, peneliti menggunakan observasi dan 
dokumentasi. Peneliti menemukan 33 klausa yang berhubungan dengan 
karakter dalam teks. Dalam menganalisis data, peneliti menggunakan teori 
Linguistik Fungsional Sistemik untuk menjawab tujuan pertama. Untuk 
menjawab tujuan kedua, peneliti secara matematis menggunakan tabel 
persentase untuk menunjukkan elemen dominan yang ditemukan dalam teks. 
Hasilnya menunjukkan bahwa, pertama-tama ada tiga unsur Transitivitas 
yang ditemukan dalam teks, Proses, Partisipan, dan Keadaan. Dari tiga puluh 
tiga klausa yang ditemukan, ada 33 Proses, 49 Peserta dan 26 Keadaan 
ditemukan. Proses-proses tersebut dinyatakan dalam rentang dari yang 
tertinggi hingga yang terendah. Proses Material adalah 48,5%, Relasional 
adalah 18,2%, Mental, Perilaku dan Verbal adalah 9%, dan persentase 
terendah adalah Eksistensial 6%. Selain itu, 49 Peserta adalah Aktor (32,6%), 
Tujuan (12,2%), Pengangkut dan Atribut (8,2%), Senser, Behaver, dan Sayer 
(6,1%), Fenomena, Eksisten, Token dan Nilai (4%) dan persentase terendah 
adalah Receiver (2%). Kemudian, distribusi Keadaan Lokasi meliputi Tempat 
dan Waktu (54%), Manner (27%), Peran (7,7%) dan Angle, Cause and 
Accompaniment (3,8%). Kedua, proporsi Proses Material yang jauh lebih 
besar menggambarkan bahwa narator mencoba membuat sketsa Monsieur 
Poopoo melalui aksinya. Dari sejumlah besar Proses Material, Monsieur 
Poopoo memiliki peran dominan sebagai Aktor. Kemudian, kejadian dominan 
dari Circumstance of Location menunjukkan bahwa penulis ingin para 
pembaca untuk bergabung dengan masyarakat karakter utama sehingga para 
pembaca dapat memiliki pemahaman yang lebih baik. 
 
Kata Kunci: SFL, Transitivitas, makna ideasional 
 
ABSTRACT 
This research investigates transitivity analysis of short story of The Little 
Frenchman and His Water Lots. The aims of this research are to identify the 
transitivity elements and to explain which elements have dominantly been 
found in the text to illustrate the characterization of Monsieur Poopoo. This 
research uses descriptive qualitative type because the data will be 
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descriptively analyzed on ideational meaning. The data are taken from clauses 
in the text The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots. In the technique of 
collecting data, the researcher uses observation and documentation. The 
researcher found 33 clauses which relates to the character in the text. In 
analyzing the data, the researcher uses Systemic Functional Linguistic theory 
to answer the first objective. To answer the second objective, the researcher 
mathematically uses the table of percentage to show the dominant elements 
found in the text. The result shows that, firstly there are three elements of 
Transitivity found in the text, Process, Participant, and Circumstance. From 
thirty three clauses found, there are 33 Process, 49 Participant and 26 
Circumstance found. Those Processes are stated in a range from the highest to 
the lowest respectively. The process of Material is 48,5%, Relational is18,2%, 
Mental, Behavioural and Verbal are 9%, and the lowest percentage is 
Existential 6%. Moreoever, the 49 Participants are Actor (32,6%), Goal 
(12,2%), Carrier and Attribute (8,2%), Senser, Behaver, and Sayer (6,1%), 
Phenomenon, Existent, Token and Value (4%) and the lowest percentage is 
Receiver (2%). Then, the distribution of Circumstance are Location includes 
Place and Time (54%), Manner (27%), Role (7,7%) and Angle, Cause and 
Accompaniment (3,8%). Secondly, the much greater proportion of Material 
Process illustrates that the narrator try to sketch Monsieur Poopoo through his 
action. From the great number of Material Process, Monsieur Poopoo has 
dominant role as an Actor. Then, the dominant occurrence of Circumstance of 
Location suggests that the writer wants the readers to join the main 
character’s environment so that the readers can have a better understanding. 
 




Language as a tool for people to communicate, to share ideas or 
experiences with other people. People speak or write by means of 
communication they produce text. For Santosa (2003) language realizes the 
verbal behaviour. Therefore it is always represented in the form of text. 
Language as a text brings social function.  
The term “text” is orally or written form of language that is delivered in any 
medium and can be understood by someone who knows the language 
(Halliday, 2014). As a text, language is surrounded by its inseparable context, 
for example when people learn literature work such as short story.  
The meaning in text can be realized through three meta functions, there are 
Ideational Function, Interpersonal Function and Textual Function. The 
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ideational meaning can be realized through process found in the text. 
Transitivity analysis is widely used to explore the ideology behind the text 
directed by the author, analyze the character or other elements beyond the 
sentence of the text. In this study, the researcher will analyze the selected 
clauses in the short story.There are many researchers have conducted this 
analysis such as Jati (2016), Song (2013), Nguyen (2012), Rashid (2016), 
Cunanan (2011) and Azar and Yazdchi (2012). 
From the phenomena above, the researcher conducted a different research 
entitled “Transitivity Analysis of “The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots” 
by George Pope Morris“. The short story by George P Morris entitled 
“TheLittle Frenchman and His Water Lots” is chosen since the researcher 
would like to analyze different object from the previous studies that is 
humorous short story. Moreover, this study is aimed to find the transitivity 
elements which dominantly found to illustrate the main character in the story 
by George P Morris by using Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) approach 
by Halliday. 
There are several theories relates to Systemic Fucntional Linguistic. 
According to Santoso (2003) language realizes the verbal behaviour. Therefore 
it represents in the form of text. As a text, language is surrounded by its context 
that cannot be separated.  
Context has three aspects such as 1) Field, 2) Tenor, and 3) Mood. 
According to halliday (2014) those field, tenor and mood are related aspects 
and the combination of these, give various language uses and 
meanings.Halliday (2014, p.33) stated “the context of culture is what the 
members of a community can mean in cultural terms”. Situational context 
according to Song (2010, p.877) “refers environment, time and place, etc. in 
which the discourse occurs and also the relationship between the participants”. 
Therefore, situational context deals with the environment where the text s.  
According to Halliday (2014), SFL views language as a text and system. 
SFL focuses on how language works to realize its meaning by dealing with the 
language function to represent the social function in the context. 
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According to Morley (2000) the language’s systemic linguistics can be 
identified from three levels; Semantic, Lexicogrammar, and Phonology. 
Halliday (2014) stated that lexicogrammar is the level of wordings.  
According to Santosa (2003, p.78), transitivity “is grammar that discusses 
the clause structure in  representing the ideational meaning:experiential 
meaning”. Therefore transitivity is a grammar system that accounts for world 
experience realized through process, participants and circumstances. 
This research limits the discussion on independent clauses found in the text. 
The reason is independent clause represents the main idea of the sentence. On 
the other hand, the researcher limits on independent clause is to ease the 
researcher in analyzing the data. The purpose of the study are to identify the 
elements of transitivity in The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots and to 
explain which elements have dominantly been found in the text to illustrate the 
characterization of Monsieur Poopoo. 
2. RESEARCH METHOD 
This study uses descriptive qualitative type of research. According to 
Kothari (2012, p.2), descriptive research is “to portray accurately the 
characteristics of a particular individual, situation or a group”. Creswell (2012, 
p. 18) stated that Qualitative research is “exploring a problem and developing a 
detailed understanding of a central phenomenon”.  
Therefore, this research is aimed to explore the Ideational Meaning of the 
story “The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots” that realized through 
Process, Participants, and Circumstance and to explain which the elements 
have dominantly occurred. 
The data of the study is independent clauses found in short story “The 
Little Frenchman and His Water Lots”. The reason is the independent clause 
represents the main idea of the sentence. On the other hand, the researcher 
concerns on independent clause is to ease the researcher in analyse the data. 
The Data Source is short story of George P Morris entitled “The Little 
Frenchman and His Water Lots”. The object of this study is Transitivity 
analysis of “The Little Frenchman and His Water Lots” George P Morris. 
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Transitivity analysis is choosen because this theory can describe the main 
character of the story, Monsieur Poopoo. The researcher also describes the 
most dominant elements found in the story. 
In collecting data, the researcher uses observation and documentation 
method. There are two techniques of analyzing the data. First, the researcher 
uses theory of Lexicogrammar to identify the transitivity elements there are, 
Processes, Participants, and Circumstances. Second, the researcher 
mathematically uses the table of percentage to show the dominant elements 
found in the text. 
3. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
The analysis of data of elements of transitivity will be done separately 
based on the objective. To answer the first objective, the researcher uses table 
based on 2 paradigms: (1) the segmental meaning and (2) the ideational 
meaning. The paradigms will be done integratively in one table. Then it is 
followed by its description. Moreover, to answer the second objective, the 
researcher uses table of precentage of frequency. Then, it is followed by its 
description. 
Datum 8: He determinded to buy. 
He  Determinded to buy 
Subject Finite Predicator 
Participant: Actor Process: Material    
Description of the analysis: 
The clause “He determined to buy” consists of Subject “He” has 
role as Participant who is refering to Monsieur Poopoo. Therefore, he is 
called as Actor. The clause is identified as Material process and it is 
shown by the Predicator “determinded to buy”. Based on the context, the 







Datum 11: Said Poopoo 
Said Poopoo 
Finite Predicator Subject 
Process: verbal Sayer 
Description of the analysis: 
The clause “Said Poopoo” only consists of Predicator and 
Subject. The Predicator “said” shows a verbal activity of saying so it is 
called as Verbal Process.Therefore, the Subject “Poopoo” has a role as 
Sayeras someone who is doing the verbal activity. In this context, 
Monsieur Poopoo replied to the actioneer.  
 
Datum 14: There were his sixty lots. 
There  were  his sixty lots 
Subject Finite Predicator Complement 
 Process: existential Existent 
Description of the analysis: 
In the clause “There were his sixty lots” only consists of one 
Participant as Complement “his sixty lot”, while the word “there” can not 
be called as Participant. The Complement is called as Existent. The Finite 
“were” shows an Existential Process. Moreover, the Finite is an adverbial 
group which is realized in simple past tense. Based on the context, the 
clause shows the existence of Monsieur Poopoo’s lots on lithograpic 
outline. 
To answer the second objective, the researcher use table of percentage of 
elements occurrence. Then, it is followed by its description of the dominant 
elements. The description of the table can be seen below: 
1) Based on the analysis, the researcher found 33 process in the text and 




Table 1 Types of Process 
Process Types Frequency of 
Occurrence 
Percentage (%)  
Material 16 48,5 
Mental 3 9 
Relational 6 18,2 
Behavioural 3 9 
Existential 2 6 
Verbal 3 9 
 
33 100 
 From the table above, it is showed that the most dominant process 
is Material Process (48,5%) which occurs 16 times. Therefore, the 
writer wants the readers to understand the story by Monsieur Poopoo’s 
activity. 
2) Based on the analysis, the researcher found 49 types of participants and 
the distribution can be seen below: 
 
Table 2 Types of Participant 
 
Participant Type Frequency of 
Occurrence 
Percentage (%) 
Actor 16 32,6 
Goal 6 12,2 
Senser 3 6,1 
Phenomenon 2 4 
Existent 2 4 
Behaver 3 6,1 
Token 2 4 
Value 2 4 
Sayer 3 6,1 
Receiver 1 2 
Carrier 4 8,2 
Attribute 4 8,2 
 49 100 
Based on the table above, the highest percentage of Participant 
occurrence is Actor. It occurs for 16 times (32,6%). It relates to the 
occurrence of the Material Process, 16 times (48,5%). It shows that the 
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writer wants the readers understand the story by presenting the Actor so 
that the story presents the plot deploying participant of Actor.  
3) Based on the analysis, the researcher found 26 types of circumstance in 
the text and the distribution of the table can be seen below: 







Location 14 54 
Manner 7 27 
Role 2 7,7 
Angle 1 3,8 
Cause 1 3,8 
Accompaniment  1 3,8 
 26 100 
Based on the table, the most dominant occurrence is Circumstance 
of Location(54%). It shows that the writer wants the readers to 
understand the story by ploting the time and place in the story by 
showing the location of his address, the conflict place, when he feel 
mad, dissatisdied, and feel unbelievable, how he does, etc. So that the 
story presents the plot deploying Circumstance of Location. 
In conclusion, the percentage of elements dominantly occured is Material 
Process (48,5%). The much greater proportion of Material Process illustrates 
that the narrator try to sketch Monsieur Poopoo through his action. Sixteenth 
Material process occur where he takes the role of Actor. The representation of 
Material Process suggests that the main character also doing anything to be rich 
as well as his neighbours.  
From the great number of Material Process, Monsieur Poopoo has 
dominant role as an Actor. He becomes an Actor and his action dominantly 
affect the others, because from 6 Participants which are identified as Goal, 4 of 
them are things such as “these”, “horse and gig”, “a box” and “his horse”. 
Then, circumstance dominantly occurred is Circumstance of Location. The 
dominant occurrence of Circumstance of Location suggests that the writer 
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wants the readers to join the main character’s environment so that the readers 
can have a better understanding. 
The previous study entitled Transitivity Analysis of “Heroic Mother” by 
Hoam Pham by Nguyen (2012) is found that in different parts of the story, 
different process occured. However, Existential Process doesn’t occur in this 
text.  
Nguyen (2012) has analyzed in different parts, in part 1the dominant 
process of this study are Relational, Behavioural and Mental. The environment 
takes dominant role as Participant. Therefore, the character is represented 
through the environment. By having one Material Process, the character is 
represented as she can have many activities except taking care of herself. 
In part 2, the main character is less described. Moreover, the dominant 
process is Relational followed by Mental, Verbal and Material. One material 
occurs in the text,represents the main character as a grandmother who always 
gives advice her granddaughter and the activity of how she struggles for life. 
Next, in part 3 Material Process is dominant. It represents the character activity 
in the past.  
In different study, Jati (2017) Functional Analysis of Narrative Texts in 
Elementary School Textbook "Fly With English"were found that the highest 
occurrence of Process is Material (40%) and the number Participant followed 
(35,7%). However the lowest percentage is Existential Process (2,1%). Then, 
the dominant Circumstance is Circumstance of Location which includes Time 
and Place (46,1%). By using SFL it can help the teacher in teaching narrative 
text. 
The researcher found some differences between this study and the 
previous studies. Nguyen (2012) use all of clauses found in the text, while this 
study use only Independent clauses found in the text. By analysing the same 
case the results of the study shows differences. In the study of Nguyen (2012), 




In part 1, among 11 processes initiated by the main character occur while 
Relational, Behavioural and Mental occur dominantly. Besides, the Verbal 
process only occurs one time. Furthermore, in part 2, one Material Process 
occurs and it represents the main character as grandmother who give awarness 
to her granddaughter and the Relational Process represent the character has 
good relationship with her family. Furthermore, in part3, the dominant process 
occurred is Material Process. It represents the character involved in her past 
life.  
On the other hand, this study shows that Material Process has the highest 
percentage as well as the Participant frequency. Moreover, Nguyen (2012) 
doesn’t represent the circumstance in representing the character. On contrary, 
this study shows that by analysing its Circumstance, the representation of the 
character can deeply understood. Moreover, the second previous study has 
discussed the implication of using SFL on pedagogical field, while this study 
concerns on dominant occurrence of the occurrence in the story. 
In conclusion, by analysing the short story using SFL theory the 
researcher is able to answer the first objective, the transitivity elemetns found 
in the text and the second objective, the elements which dominantly occur in 
the text. 
4. CONCLUSION 
Based on the analysis and discussion of the study, the researcher presents 
conclusion and suggestion of the study. The conclusion is delivered integrately 
in one paragraph as well as suggestion. By using Lexicogrammar framework of 
Systemic Functional Linguistic theory by Halliday, the researcher can answer 
the first and second objective. In the study, the researcher found that there are 
three elements of Transitivity, there are Process, Participant, and Circumstance. 
From thirty three clauses found, there are 6 types of Process, 12 types of 
Participant and 6 types of Circumstance found. Those Processes are stated in a 
range from the highest to the lowest respectively. The process of Material is 
48,5%, Relational is 18,2%, Mental, Behavioural and Verbal are 9%, and the 
lowest percentage is Existential 6%. 
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Moreover, the 49 Participants are Actor (32,6%), Goal (12,2%), Carrier 
and Attribute (8,2%), Senser, Behaver, and Sayer (6,1%), Phenomenon, 
Existent, Token and Value (4%) and the lowest percentage is Receiver (2%). 
Then, the distribution of Circumstance are Location includes Place and Time 
(54%), Manner (27%), Role (7,7%) and Angle, Cause and Accompaniment 
(3,8%). In conclusion, the finding and discussion of the study and the Systemic 
Functional Linguistic theory is related. 
After presenting the conclusions the researcher is going to present the 
suggestion of the study. The suggestion is dedicated to Researchers, English 
students, and English lecturers. In conducting the research, the researcher faced 
some problems. One of them, when the researcher determined the data source, 
which has been known that it is already analyzed by another researcher. 
Therefore, the reseracher had tostart from the beginning to find the data source.  
From the previous case, it is sugested to the next researchers in finding another 
issues of Transitivity. Moreover, suggestion for english learners, this research 
can be the refference in studying Lexicogrammar especially in understanding 
the transitivity. Because, Transitivity is very complex and detail, students can 
learn deeply from this research. Then, since Systemic Functional Linguistics is 
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